AUTHOR'S NOTE
I have purposely not specified the years of the action of tMs stoiy
though that the scene is contemporary is obvious. Similarly I hav<
not specified the nationality of the people, nor identified their countries
Xing' could be any little town in any neutral country over-run by any
nation at war. The invaders could be any country that considered it
expedient to occupy such a country. 'Captain Paul Dettin' could be
any ardent young patriot supporting the ideology of his country,
dedicated to its cause and blind to its defects. I have been interested
in the war of emotion and intellect between people of irreconcilable
ideas drawn together by a common human need. If the reader, for
the sake of convenience, insists on labelling them Fascists and Anti-
Fascists, I shall not quarrel with such cataloguing. It will serve well
enough. But for the author, at least, it is not the political definition
which is important, but the human conflict arising out of fundamentally
opposed attitudes. Emotion asks the mind, 'What is truthT and like
Pilate does not stay for an answer. That the heart has its reasons is the
reason for writing the. book.
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